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BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL,
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI
STATUS REPORT BY WAY OF AFFIDAVIT

On behalf of the Respondent No. 4 In
Original Application No. 1350 of 2024

IN THE MATTER OF:

Naresh Kumar ..Applicant(s)

Versus

State of Uttarakhand ..Respondent(s)

Status Report by way of Affidavit of Mr. Tejpal Singh S/o Shri Khushal Lal

presently posted as District/ Chief Horticulture Officer, Haridwar,
Uttarakhand.

(DEPONENT)

I, the above-named deponent, do hereby solemnly affirm and State:

1. That I, Mr. Tejpal Singh, holding office of Chief Horticulture Officer,
Haridwar, Uttarakhand, and actin g in the capacity, I am fully conversant with
the facts and circumstances of the present matter on the basis of official
records maintained in my office and reports received from field offices and

departments, and as such, [ am competent to depose this affidavit.

F T, 3
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2. That the following affidavit is being filed in compliance with the orally

remarked directions of the Hon’ble Tribunal in the previous hearing dated
09.02.2026 in the present Original Application No. 1350/2024 with Original
Application No. 201/2025, Naresh Kumar vs. State. The present affidavit is
being submitted to place on record and provide a detailed and factual account
regarding the questions remarked by the Hon’ble Tribunal in the original
application.

3. That the following aspects have been sought by the Hon’ble Tribunal:

a. The total number of trees permitted to be cut down in the
concerned area?

b. The number of trees planted pursuant to valid permission of
felling granted by the competent authority?

¢. Details of trees which were cut without prior permission, and the
corresponding number of trees proposed to be planted against
such unauthorised felling, along with timelines for compliance?

d. The amount of Environmental Compensation imposed in the

matter, and the present status of recovery/payment?

4. That the following table is to ascertain the queries raised by the Hon’ble

Tribunal: -

Information sought in| Report on the information| Comment

No. | connection with the issue sought in the matter
Total number of trees to be cut| In the concerned area, the | Violation of
in the concerned area number of mango trees that | section 42  of

were cut illegally is 88, and the | Indian Forest
number of ftrees cut with | (Uttarakhand
permission in different Khasra
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numbers is 102. Thus, the total
number of trees cut in the
concerned area is 190.

Documentary evidence in this

Amendment)
Protection Act

regard is being annexed
herewith.
The number of trees planted | After obtaining valid

after obtaining valid permission
for tree cutting has been
approved by the competent
authority.

permission for tree cutting, the
applicant has planted 315 fruit-
bearing saplings and, in
addition, 230 non-fruit-bearing
saplings. These have been
planted at present / within the
stipulated time period. Thus, a
total of 545 saplings have been
planted. Documentary
evidence is annexed herewith.

Details of the trees cut without
prior permission, the number of
trees felled without
authorization, and the timeline
for compliance.

In the year 2022, the orchard
owner illegally cut 83 mango
trees, and in the year 2024, 5
trees were illegally cut. Thus, a
total of 88 mango trees were
unlawfully cut. In compliance
therewith, a total of 545
saplings of various fruitbearing
and non-fruit-bearing species
have been planted as per the
prescribed norms / exceeding
the stipulated standards.
(Documentary evidence
annexed herewith.)

- sfER
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The amount of environmental | In respect of the illegal cutting | In accordance to
compensation imposed in the | of 83 mango trees. an amount | Uttarakhand
matter and the current status of | of 5,000 per tree was | Government Order
its recovery/payment. deposited, totalling %4,15,000, 927/1X-
vide Receipt No. 074718 dated | 32012.

06.05.2022 issued by this
office. Documentary evidence
thereof is annexed herewith.
Further, with regard to the
illegal felling of 5 mango trees,
a penalty amount of 325,000

was deposited in compliance
with this office letter No. 2266
dated 27.10.2024, vide Cash
Receipt No. 184379 dated
28.10.2024 at the Office of the
In-charge, Mobile Horticulture
Squad Centre, Bahadrabad.
Documentary evidence thereof
is also annexed herewith. At
present, no recovery/payment
remains pending.

5. That the contents of the present affidavit are true and correct to the best of my
knowledge and belief, based on official records and information received
from offices. Nothing material has been concealed therefrom and nothing

stated herein is false.
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DEPONENT

VERIFICATION
Verified at on this 22" day of February,

2026, that the contents of the above affidavit are true
and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, based on official records maintained by the
Chief Horticulture Officer, Government of Uttarakhand.

DEPONENT
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